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Although a worthy cause, seeking out some of the coolest

 cocktail bars at hotels around the world is not an easy task. The

 competition is stiff, which actually gives libation-loving

 travelers a lot to cheers about! From New York to Bali, with

 coffee-inspired brewed cocktails and insect snacks in between,

 here are eleven hotel bars that we think have it all: style, unique

 offerings, fine spirits, standout mixologists, and (most

 importantly) a menu with good strong cocktails.

USA

 Le Bain, The Standard, High Line, New York City
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Hotels in New York City have an annual battle to be crowned the

 coolest rooftop bar for summer cocktails. Penthouse

 discothèque Le Bain is a strong contender, with a plunge pool

 on the dance floor and a crêperie on a “grass” covered roof. The

 18th-floor hotspot has sweeping 360-degree views of

 Manhattan and the Hudson River. Gather your friends and

 order a pitcher of one of the bar’s refreshing cocktails, such as

 the Frozen Grapefruit Gimlet with Belvedere, Campari,

 grapefruit, and lemon. If you love beer and ping pong, drink up

 at the open air Biergarten (glass enclosed in winter), which

 serves traditional German sausages and pretzels.

 www.standardhotes.com/high-line

The Speakeasy, Maxwell Mansion, Lake Geneva, WI

Recently renovated Maxwell Mansion on Lake Geneva is nestled

 in what those in the know call “the Newport of the west.” The

 glamorous 19th century manor offers its sophisticated clientele

 a clandestine 1920s Speakeasy Lounge with cabaret

 performances and an 1880s Apothecary Bar in honor of its first

 owner Dr. Philip Maxwell. Guests access Speakeasy by knowing
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 the password, which they learn through a poem sent by the

 hotel or a QR code. Once inside, imbibe pre-prohibition

 cocktails such as the Cognac Old Fashioned with Pierre Ferrand

 1840 Cognac, Demerara syrup and Bitttercube Trinity bitters.

 Meanwhile, Apothecary gets style points for having bartenders

 that use dry ice and magnetic stirrers to mix drinks by vortex.

 www.maxwellmansion1856.com

Sable Kitchen & Bar, adjacent to Hotel Palomar Chicago

Credit: Saen Mullix

This award-winning Kimpton gastro-lounge in Chi-town’s River

 North area was named a top hotel bar by USA Today. Sable

 Kitchen & Bar houses one of the region’s largest selections of

 amber spirits and hosts weekly “Whiskey Wednesdays” offering

 special flights. Cocktails are infused with liqueurs, fresh juices,

 and housemade bitters and syrups. The 20 plus seasonal pre-

prohibition cocktails include the drink-worthy Kentucky Grazer

 with Buffalo Trace, Pimm’s, mint, lemon juice and celery bitters.

 Head Bartender Mike Ryans shares, “We believe that integrity

 and hospitality can go hand in hand. Our cocktails are inspired

 by classic and contemporary cocktail structures, and draw

 influences from both historical and modern culinary

 applications.”  www.sablechicago.com
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